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a pretense of doing it and played his part to the best
of his ability.

At the end of some time he had a dream, in which
he saw himself present at one of these dances or
festivals, and handling fire like the others, and he
heard at the same time a song, which he was aston-
ished to know perfectly on awaking. At the first
feast of this kind which was made, he began to sing
his song, and behold, by degrees he [22] felt himself
becoming frenzied,—he took the burning embers
and the hot stones with his hands and with his teeth
from the midst of the live coals, he plunged his bare
arm to the bottom of the boiling kettles, and all with-
out any injury or pain, in a word, he was master of
his trade. And since then for the space of twenty
years, it has befallen him sometimes to be present at
three or four festivals or dances of this kind in one
day, for the healing of the sick.

He assured us that, far from being burned then,
one felt, on the contrary, a coolness of the hands
and mouth; but that all must be done following and
depending upon the song that has been learned in
the dream; that otherwise nothing extraordinary
takes place.

He told us, besides, that then from time to time
he saw himself in dreams present at these feasts, and
that then something was given or lent him that he
should wear about his person during the ceremony.
This was a warning to him that he must not under-
take it the next time, unless he had about him that
which he had seen in his dream; [23] for this reason,
at the next dance, he declared his wish, and immedi-
ately there was thrown him that which he had de-
clared to be necessary to him, in order that he might



